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chariot. The body is also metaphorically picturised as
a boat sailing upon the turbulent ocean of life. And
it looks as if the description of the sun's chariot is
also metaphorical. But God's deeds are surpassingly
wonderful. Truly there are the chariot and its phara-
phernalia, all of the stuff of light predominantly, and
they also convey metaphorical significance. The sun's
rays convey not only heat and light, but also propagate
Vedic meanings. The horses draw the chariot and also
act as presiding deities of Vedic metres.

The length, breadth, height and such other details
of the sun's chariot are noted in the Puranas. Accord-
ing to Srimad Bhagavatam, the length of the chariot is
36 lakh yojanas and its breadth, 9 lakh yojanas.

According to figures gathered by a devotee, Sri
Uppali Madhava Rao, from various sources, the total
height of the Sun's chariot comes to 2 lakh yojanas or
1,200,000 miles. If we suppose that the sun's globe of
light appears with a diameter of 1,200,000 miles, the
calculation made by modern scientists and the calcula-
tion provided by the votaries of Dasa Sahitya come very
close together. According to modern astronomers the
diameter of the sun globe is 110 times bigger than that
of the earth. The diameter of the earth is about 8000
miles and the diameter of the sun should be 880000
miles. The difference of about 300000 miles may be
taken as the extent of the corona around the sun's
globe.

According to the calculation of measurements

mentioned in Srimad Bhagavatam, the size of the. Sun's
Chariot will be far too big. Its width itself will be
54 lakh miles; and its extensions at the front and the
back sides will be another 54 lakh miles each. It is
difficult to guess the import of these figures. Perhaps,
the bigger dimensions include the Chief central part of
1200000 miles and the further extensions provided for
other purposes.